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quartermaster's stores he received a khaki uniform and
was marched to a small barracks where he found some
sixty other soldiers, all in high spirits because the pay was
good and the training nothing to affect anyone's nerves.
Pavelitch's soldiers were better found than the regular
Italian army. The food was better and within limits
there was more freedom. He was told to say in the
villages that he was a Bulgarian, a petty precaution lest
the Jugoslavs got wind of the presence of an army of
liberation upon Italian soil. Not that it was large
enough to be called an army. Oreb visited other camps
in northern Italy, at Bardi, Raffi, Gabrioli. There were
not more than a few hundred men all told.

The Italian police never asked him any questions.
These men in uniform went absolutely unmolested in
this Fascist country where everyone is watched and
controlled. But privates in the Italian army did not
salute Pavelitch's officers and they did not have to
salute Italian officers. Units of the Italian army often
passed on the roads but exchanged no greetings. In
the bars they saw large pictures of Mussolini, but in
their own quarters they had equally large portraits of
Pavelitch. He was their grand man. He inspected
them on parade and addressed them with high-sounding
phrases as if they were a host and not merely sixty men.
Perchets, Jelitch, Perchevitch visited them but they were
more aloof. Although their numbers were small there
was enough to make them feel that they were part of a
movement that was assured of success. Italy was
behind them. When they had to fight, they would not
fight alone. And they were assured that the Croats
and Dalmatians would rise in their support. They
would rapidly be promoted to be officers when the war
came. There was much more esprit de corps than had
ever obtained in the Hungarian camp. For Pavelitch
was a more capable commandant than Perchets. He
lived in luxury but he saw to it that his men had good
rations. There were fewer risky exploits than were